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Government of India 

Department of Health and Family Welfare 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

D.O. No. Z-33014/45/2020 —RCN 
Dated: 31st  March, 2020 

Dear Colleague, 

Please refer to my earlier letter dated 28.03.2020 addressed to Chief Secretaries 
under copy to you, on need to have dedicated COVID hospitals. As the country faces 
the crisis of COVID, a global pandemic, it is imperative that dedicated COVID 
management hospitals are set up across the country to provide protocol-based care to 
patients care. To ensure timely patient care and staff safety, it is required that these 
dedicated hospitals are prioritised and information is provided on our portal regularly. 

A readiness assessment checklist with the required criteria for identifying and 
equipping these hospitals to provide diagnostics, care and management of these patients 
is attached as annexure to help you plan and establish such facilities. These criteria are 
based on what an ideal Covid dedicated facility should have and as the situation in the 
field varies from State to State and district to district, this checklist may be taken as an 
overall guidance to States to adopt it to their local conditions. You may like to 
communicate this checklist to your CMOs/ District Collectors and Municipal 
Commissioners to assess preparedness of COVID hospitals. 

Further, the Regional Directors of MoFIFW stationed at the State / UTs are 
assigned the responsibility for providing the required support about the dedicated 
COVID hospitals and they will be assisted by the WHO teams who are present on the 
field. The State/UT may assign Nodal Officers to accompany the team for the same. 
These officers will need movement support from District Collectors in terms of passes 
etc. In any case, health services are under exempted category. 

Nevertheless, it will be important to ensure that if the existing hospitals are being 
converted into designated COVID Hospitals, these are vacated and the patients shifted 
to alternate hospitals for continued treatment to avoid disruption of regular healthcare services. 

I hope that under your leadership, the identification and operation of dedicated 
COVID hospitals would be fast tracked for us to meet any eventuality. 

Oa nie-6 
Yours sieerely, 

(Preeq Sudan) 

I. Additional Chief Secretary /Principal Secretary /Secretary (Health) of all States /UTs. 
2. Mission Directors, National Health Mission of all States / UTs. 
Copy to- 

1. Chief Secretaries of all States/ UTs for kind information. 
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